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Mal. Nathan Boynts

Key dates in
Boynton history

1895 — Maj, Nathan Smith Boynton visits and
buys property.
ry Morrison Flagler's first
passenger train travels through the area.
1896 — First schoal building opens.
1897 — Boynton builds hotel on the beach.
1909 — Norwegian cargo ship Coguimbo runs
aground near hotel, A few months later, the ship
broke apart and townfolks used the cargo to
construct several buildings, including the first
‘Woman's Club. The ship's bell was placed in the
tower of the Methodist Church.

— Nathan Boynton dies.
1911 — First bridge built over the East Coast
Canal, now known as the Intracoasial Waterway.

Boynton Elementary School was bult in 1913, It s being re-
‘stared as part of 8 downtown redevelopment program.

1913 — Boynton Elementary School built
1820 — Boynion incorporaied as a town.
1925 — The Boynton Hotel torn down.

built his Boynton Beach Hotel on the ocean in 1897. The hotel was tom down in 1925.

1926 — Addison Mimer-designed Woman's
Club built on Federal Highway.

1926 —Boynton Inlet opens.

1927 — Boynton High School built.

1931 — A group of residents separate from
Boynion in a tax dispute over the beach and
formed town of Boynton Beach.

1935 — Ocean Avenue bridge built.

1839 — Boynton Beach changes

1941 — h(-gmmuh-mm Ocean Ridge
name to Boynton Beach.
1952 — Rolling Green
neighborhood begins to

Memorial Hospital opens.

196! y watter plant opens.
ers buy 415
acres 10 build Leisureville.
1977 — Interstate 95 gocs
through Boynton Beach.

1983 — Matorola begins
operation,

1985 — Boynton Beach Mall opens.

1996 — City celebrates centennial of Nathan
Boynton's visit

Betty Thomas with her fifth-grade class at Boynton Elementary
Sehool in the city's tiny downtown, where she started her 39-year
career in the Paim Beach County school system.

CENTENNIAL FESTIVITIES
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anniversary of city founder N Larsgna 1
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Opeing ceremanics Saturday
will include a reenactment of
Boynton's landing followed by raft
races o the lstracoastal Woter
way and a Bahamian Jun
festival
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WALTER LACEY:
*It was different then'

Walter Lacey remembers sitting in his fir the
grade class in elementary sch tching workers  were
build a high school ne
s T
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MATHALENE DEAL:
“Kids today don't know

TUESDAY, JUNE 27 how to have fun’
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Other black families came
from the South and the Bahamas,
Mithalene Deal's s vl
from Americus,
jer, Matthew, worked on the
e et day i

el was born on the farm 69
years ugo, Her family later be-
me one of the first familics to
live in the black community that
etk formed near Seacrest Boulevard
ffom tne Irberes fora ree ot or. and 10UH Avenue
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MARIE SHEPARD:

BETTY THOMAS:
Teacher for 39 years

Betty Thomas and her hus-
band, Bernard, who died last year,
came to Boynton Beach at the
invitation of Metropolitan Opera
star James Melton.

Melton's antique automobile
museum was a popular tourist
attraction on US, 1. ard
Thomas painted an Old West mu-
ral in the autorama, which had
previously been used as a
bling il o he rich and Iamnul

Betty
years in the Palm ot Lnumy
School system, One of her fith-

e students at Boynton Ele-
mentary was former Pittsburgh
Pirates and New York Yankees
pitcher Rick Rhoden.

HARVEY OYER JR.:

His grandfather brought
Maj. Boynton to area
er, 68, s 1 fourth-gencra-
tion South Floridian, His great-
randather, H.D. Pierce, left Chi-
cago for Florida in 1871, Pierce
wotked ay assistant keeper of the
Jupiter carctaker
of the Orange Hote of
efuge, a government-built home
in Delray Beach for people who
were shipwrecked off the coast.
His grandfather, Fred C, Voss,
captained ghe boat that brought
Maj. NatFan Boynton on his first
visit. His father, Harvey St., came
in 1912 and farmed before becom:
ing a carpenter.
Oyer opene lis real etate
and insurance office 953,
ing the grocery store, | a m
fish market, me (Inlhmu »h«u

downtown.
“On Saturday nights, the mer-

chants used to get together and

hire a projections

es on the side ¢

rooms were added and the school
was named Poinciana Elementary.
The old school building was torn
down in 1960,

I remember how my
used 1o walk ta the beach to
watch the sunrise. My oldest son

was in the Jast eighth-grade class
Tt hod & graduation ceremony at
the school.™
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‘A good, neighborly feeling in town'

Miric Shepard's s i
Boyntn go k w0 1910 w'\ln
ard,

of the 19205, The only wn
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Her father, Alfred C. SI

1541 nd the e the Nevy € in 1913
ber.,  the new elementary
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people don't have time for you

whe g up, it was ‘can do
and col i m.\h do or do vﬂ\h‘ml There
licve | ’ 5 2 ot of make do,” Shepard]
R s, Dt rooet BT said

Everyone went to thioperet

"

tas and fish fics at the school and
potluck dinners at the Methodist
Church, On hot, sumimer days,
picnics were at the beach.

“If you were thirsty, on the
way home you stopped at sorme-
bady's house and got 4 drink of
water, There was a good, neigh
borly fecling in town. No one had
bt wha they had they

Woma
by ard
1426, She is noy d in the
restoration of the old elementary
school s part of 1 fown square.
The two buildings are the only
ones in Boynton listed on the
National Register of Hisgaric

In 1976, she was named prin:
cipal of Galaxy Elementary,

Thomas mm:mbel! the time -
her husband *
tried to cash s

mmi o get theappeoral o he

Ih kﬂd whrm he could ﬁnﬁ
the bank president and the teller
ointed across the street — the
cad banker was pumping gasat 4

filling station.

Harvey Oyer Jr. remembets:
when kids watched movies pro-
jected onto the exterior wall of
 Boynton Beach building.

ks «.mm be entertained while

yle cas h
957, Oyer was g Secind
the city council. He served as
mayor in 1960, when the town - =
had grown to 10,400 people.
From 1870 to 1975, the popu-
lon more thn doubled — rom
18, 17,460 — after develop-
ments \Hr‘lml cisureville were
built for northerners looking fof
place to retire. Today, Boynton:
has nearly 50,000 peaple.

Mathalene
Deal's family |

69, remembers
it as a fun place
10 grow up.

Jeal, like many of Boymton's
black residents, did farm work.
She later worked as a housekcep-
ing supervisor at Bethesda Me.
morial Hospial, raising three ¢
dren.

“Boynta is not as quiet and
ceful as it used to be, but it
very good place to grow

up.”

Mane Shepard, who was
educated in Boynton, is helping
restore the oid school bulldings

Places.

She's trying to revive some of
the community spirit she felt as.a
chi

“Children lose a lot by not
having pride n their community” |
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